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Presidentôs Message ï Kip LaMotte 

 
FMAM members, 
 
As I sit and write this message, the weather is 
warm (hot) and the leaves are in full bloom as are 
the dandelions in my yard. They were cute when 
the kids were small but less cute now. The yard 
work is never ending!! 
 

I just wrapped up the chapter report I will present at 
the International Fire Marshals Association meeting 
at the NFPA conference in Las Vegas. The meeting 
is for the Chapter Presidents or Chapter 
Representatives of all the state associations, to 
share and disseminate information of the work that 
they do or have done over the past year. Iôm proud 
of the work we do and the training offerings we help 
provide either by sponsoring or co-sponsoring. We 
have an excellent association to be proud of. 
 FMAM is definitely ñon the mapò of the countryôs 
fire service mover and shakers. Attached to this 
message is the report I will present. Take a look at 
the Chapter Report; hopefully you will be as proud 
of this group as I am. 
 
Iôve always said this group is as good as you let it 
be for you. We have nationally respected fire safety 
professionals as our members and we have a ton  
 
 

of talent within our membership. The networking 
options are almost limitless and I encourage you to 
let the members teach, train or encourage you to 
be the best fire safety professional you can be. 
 

On that note, the board has decided to allow time 
during our meetings to ñround table discussò fire 
related issues to code violations, code 
interpretations or any ñissueò you have in your 
respective jurisdictions. We inadvertently have 
seemed to get away from the opportunity to share 
our misfortunes so to speak and Iôd like to get back 
to letting this group help ourselves. Think about 
code issues you have had recently or remember 
and donôt be afraid to share what youôve learned or 
experienced. Weôll have time to share our thoughts 
during the meeting and, at the very least; you can 
exchange numbers and do it off line of the meeting. 
The purpose of course is to let the members help 
you with their experiences. 
 

Unfortunately, I will not be at the June meeting as 
my flight does not get me back in time. VP Robbie 
Floyd has a Safety Camp and will not be available 
either. Jon Nisja (past president of IFMA) has a 
red-eye flight so he may or may not be there either. 
Our own past president Phil Owens has agreed to 
facilitate the meeting in my absence and I thank 
him for it. Remember, bring a code related question 
if youôre stumped with ideas on how to handle it 
and maybe you can get some advice from our 
members. Let this group help you be the best you 
can be. 
 

The board is working on a summer event and weôre 
hopeful it will come together. Board member John 
Powers has been in contact with the Twins to get a 
group rate for a Twins game. For those who havenôt 
been to a Twins game at the new Target Field, itôs 
a gorgeous stadium. Stay tuned to your email for 
more information on that. 
 

Yours in Prevention and Safety, 
  
Kip LaMotte 
President 
Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota 
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****** 
 

Treasurerôs Report 

 
2009 FMAM Budget - as of 6/1/2010 

 
Income:                 
Category:    Budgeted:   Actual: 
Membership   $ 7,500   $  6,155.00 
Interest               100            56.75 
Merchandise      1,000             
Seminar/Education    5,000     15,035.00      
Social Event      1,000            
 
Total Incomeééé$14,600       $21,246.75  

 
Expenses: 
Merchandise      $ 400             .00 
Postage           200         12.75 
Professional Services    900             .00  
Web          1,000       240.00 
Publications                   300             .00 
Pub. Ed.                      1,000       246.50 
Code Development    3,000       530.00 
Awards/Gifts                  200         87.33  
Meeting Exp.                  500       144.10  
Advertising                  1,000                     .00 
Office/Memberships       500             .00  
Legislation                   2,000    2,000.00 
Seminars        2,000    4,106.36  
Social Events      1,000             .00 
Misc.            600       375.32    
 
Total Expensesé....$14,600          $7,742.36 
 
Balances 
Checking:  $16,102.72 
Savings:    $26,653.19 
 $42,782.88 
 

****** 
June Meeting Notice & Location 

 
The June Meeting of the Fire Marshals Association 
of Minnesota (FMAM) will be held on Wednesday, 
June 9, 2010 beginning at 1:00 pm. The meeting 
will be held in the training room (upper level) of the 
New Brighton Public Safety Building at 785 Old 
Highway 8 in New Brighton. 
 
Please park in the east lot (behind the Public Safety 
Building) or on one of the adjacent streets. Please 
do not park in any stalls that are signed for police of 
firefighter parking only. 

 
The educational session will feature David T. 
Williams, P.E. who will speak on the relationship 
between "green buildings" and the fire code. 
 
FMAM members attending the meeting will also be 
given a small door prize but you must be present to 
receive this gift. 

 
****** 

 
Fire Marshal's Association of Minnesota 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Meeting Minutes ï March 10, 2010 

 
New Brighton Public Safety Center 

 
Call To Order:  

President Kip LaMotte called the meeting to order 
at 12:55pm at the New Brighton Fire Station.  
President LaMotte thanked Dr. John Hall for his 
presentation to the membership.  Introductions 
were done of all present.   
 
Meeting Minutes:   

Motion to approve the December 9, 2009 minutes 
as published in the Post Indicator by Jeff Schadegg 
and 2nd by Phil Owens, motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
Treasurer's Report:   
Motion to approve the Treasurer's report as 
published in the Post Indicator by Tom Pitschneider 
and 2nd by Marilyn Arnlund, motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
Membership:  No Report.   
 

REPORTS 
 

State Fire Marshal's Report:   
State Fire Marshal Jerry Rosendahl was not 
present to give an update.  However, The State 
Fire Marshal update can be viewed on the State 
Fire Marshalôs Web site at 
http://www.dps.state.mn.us/fmarshal/fmarshal.html . 
 
Information is also disseminated through the list 
server for more information about the list server 
contact Bob Dahm at 
http://www.dps.state.mn.us/fmarshal/ListServer.html .   
 
Public Education Committee:  

Connie Forster had a couple of additional 

http://www.dps.state.mn.us/fmarshal/fmarshal.html
http://www.dps.state.mn.us/fmarshal/ListServer.html
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announcements since the publishing of the Post 
Indicator.  The Chiefôs Pub Ed Committee in 
conjunction with FITOAM will be holding their 
annual conference next year 2011 in St. Cloud.  
Anyone that has class suggestions please contact 
Connie.   
 
The Chiefôs Pub Ed Committee is promoting two 
upcoming mini-seminars ñMaking the Most of Your 
Public Education Opportunitiesò being held in April 
16, 2010 in Brainerd and April 20, 2010 in 
Owatonna.  There is a $10 fee for the class.  You 
can register by sending in the form or on line at 
www.msfca.org through the Public Education link.  
Connie can be contacted at cforster@sbmfire.com.   
 
Connie is also working with the Fire Museum to 
provide an interactive display for kids.  If anyone 
has any left over handouts for kids they would like 
to donate, contact Connie.   
 
The Public Education committee is still working on 
group purchasing to get a price break.   
 
Model Tech has offered a price break for their 
hazard house.  When group ordering for at least 3 
to 5 departments but offer is only good until May.   
 
Anyone interested in a Multi-language handout on 
fire safety, contact Rochester Fire Department they 
can put in contact with their printer.  Available in 9 
different languages.  Vance Swisher - 
vwisher@rochestermn.gov  
 
Chris Wilbur had designed coloring books for 
Brooklyn Park when he was out there.  Contact 
Cassandra to get a copy of those.   
 
Jeff Schadegg and Marilyn Arnlund are additional 
resources to contact.   
 
Training & Education:   

Jon Nisja updated the members on the upcoming 
classes for alarm and sprinkler systems.  The Fire 
Alarm Plan Review Class has been filled and is 
closed.  There is still opening in these classes:   

¶ Fire Alarm Basic Class on April 20-21, 

¶ Fire Sprinkler System Updates May 11-12, and 

¶ Fire Sprinkler System Updates May 13-14. 
 
The SFMD has received several requests to do 
another 4-day Sprinkler class this fall.  More 
information to come. 
 

Other future classes being considered: 

¶ 1 day NFPA 13D system from installation to 
inspections 

¶ Train the trainer on the Inspection Portion of the 
MFIR on-line program 

¶ Mini Seminars:  
o Age Appropriate Public Education 
o Methodology ï setting up a classroom for 

effective teaching 
o How to Effectively use Power Point for 

training and education. 
 
Fire Code:   

Angie Wiese updated the members on the Chiefôs 
Code Committee, they have been discussing a time 
line for adoption of the 2012 edition and all the 
amendments.  Looking at adopting in Jan 2013 and 
in effect on July 2013.  The committee has been 
looking at updating enforcement years of certain 
NFPA Standards including but not limited to 11, 12, 
13, 13R, 13D, 14, 17, 25, 58, 72, and 96.  We 
currently use the 2002 edition of NFPA 13, 
updating to a newer edition for enforcement prior to 
2013 would be beneficial. 
 
Governor's Council on Fire Prevention & 
Control:   

Jeff Schadegg reported the Governorôs Council has 
completed their Annual Report and will be delivered 
to the Commissioner of Public Safety.   
 
Certification Report:   

Bob Fiske had a couple of comments in addition to 
his report in the Post Indicator.  The committee is 
working on a ñPlans Examiner Certificationò they 
have been working with an architecture firm to 
provide multi-occupancy plans.  Certification has 
gone down in the past few years.  Inspector III 
certification is available also. 
 
Legislation:   

Steve Zaccard reported to the membership the 
need to send letters to your local Representative 
and Senator regarding the Fire Safety Account.  A 
sample letter is available.  The Governor is taking 
our training money.  For those that are unaware of 
the benefit to local fire marshals/inspectors, the 
State Fire Marshalôs office has been hiring people 
to help us out, Public Educator, Code 
Development, etc.  These positions would not be 
available without that fund.   
 
The Fire Safety Account isnôt just for local firefighter 
training and will have a huge impact on us if that 

http://www.msfca.org/
mailto:cforster@sbmfire.com
mailto:vwisher@rochestermn.gov
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money is not restored.  If you would like a sample 
letter contact Kip LaMotte at 
kip.lamotte@newbrightonmn.gov  or Steve Zaccard at   
steve.zaccard@ci.stpaul.mn.us   
 
There has also been movement from the Fireworks 
industry to increase the firework law.  They suggest 
a 4% tax for licensing and will give the fire service 
percentage of that tax.   
 
Property Maintenance Code Bill is still in the works.  
 
Merchandise:  Lori Streich, has done a wonderful 

job, timely, cost effectiveness, and quality of the 
apparel is superb.  All of the Board Members are 
wearing new clothing items and can be identified as 
a Board Member.  Orders for clothing can be done 
on line and just state that you want our logo on the 
merchandise.   
 

Open Discussion:  Jon informed the members of a 
new type of reflective material that is being used in 
ice arenas for insulation to keep the costs down for 
facilities.  The material is basically bubble wrap with 
a tin foil (aluminum) outer shell. 
 
Jon also gave a brief update on the office, new 
staffing ï Scott Radke has been hired as their Code 
Development Training Specialist.  Kevin McGinty 
has been working as the Code Specialist on a 
temporary status, the SFMD will need to fill that as 
a permanent position in June.  Becky White is 
currently on maternity leave.  Approximately 50% of 
the fire departments in Minnesota are using the 
online fire reporting system.  
   
New Business:  

Constitution Change: The proposed constitution 
change: Group Member - A single government 
jurisdiction purchasing annual membership for ten 
(10) or more persons who meet the qualifications 
for an active member.  Motion to approve the 
change by John Swanson and 2nd by Vance 
Swisher, motion approved unanimously. 
 
Election of Officers: 

President LaMotte opened the floor for nomination 
for the following positions, Vice-President, 2 Board 
Seats, and Treasurer.  After three (3) calls to the 
floor with no nominations, a motion to approve 
white ballots for Robbie Bartholomew as Vice-
President, Angie Wiese as Board Member, Tom 
Pitschneider as Board Member and John Powers 

as Treasurer by Jeff Schadegg and 2nd by Phil 
Owens, motion passed unanimously.   
 
Angie Wiese informed the members on an ongoing 
situation in St Paul that may affect other 
communities regarding separate properties within a 
single building.  Common community plats within a 
building, owed separately by different parties.  One 
complete floor is vacant and unprotected and due 
to different owners there isnôt anything that can be 
done to require them to provide fire suppression.   
 
FMAM is once again going to try and schedule a 
summer outing for the members.  Several different 
ideas are being look at.   
 
Jon Nisja conveyed Dr. John Hallôs comments to 
the members, he was very appreciative of the 
opportunity to speak to the group and impressed 
with our level of commitment to fire and life safety.   
 
Adjourn: 

Motion to adjourn at 2:30pm by Jeff Schadegg and 
2nd by Phil Owens, motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Robbie Bartholomew 

 
****** 

 
Fire Marshalôs Association of Minnesota  

BOARD MEETING  
May 19, 2010 

New Brighton Public Safety Center 

  
Call to Order:  
Meeting call to order at 9:00 am.  
Members Present: President Kip LaMotte, Vice-
President Robbie Bartholomew, Board members: 
Tom Pitschneider and Roy Kingsley, Past President 
Phil Owens, State Fire Marshal Jerry Rosendahl, 
Public Educator Connie Forster. 
 
Motion to approve the February 10, 2010 Board 
Meeting Minutes as published in the March Post 

Indicator by Phil Owens and 2
nd 

by Roy Kingsley, 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Treasurerôs Report:  
John Powers was unable to attend, the financial 
report will be emailed to the board and will be 
available in the June Post Indicator.  
 

mailto:kip.lamotte@newbrightonmn.gov
mailto:steve.zaccard@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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Membership Report:  

Joe Berg was unable to attend, at last count there 
was 160 paid members but there were still 
application being updated between the treasurer 
and secretary.  We are down about 70 from last 
year.  We will look to find out who has dropped their 
membership over the last couple of years.  
 
Merchandise:  

Lori Streich of Streich Designs has sold her 
company to woman based out of Waconia.  The 
board will check to see if she will be able to provide 
the same services or we may have to find a new 
vendor.   In the past Lori has held all our DVDôs and 
videotapes and sent them as part of here service, 
with the new owner that may not be an option.   
 

REPORTS 

 
Public Education:  
Connie Forster updated the board on upcoming 
Public Education Events. FMAM and IAAI will be 
sharing a booth again at the Minnesota State Fire ï 
Fire Prevention Day.  Becky Booker of SBM will be 
preparing a presentation for the fire service on her 
Home Safety Program and the information she 
learned from her trip to England, this may be a 
good education session for the September meeting.  
The Lynx had wanted to set up a Fire Service day 
but nothing scheduled at this time.   
 
State Fire Marshal:  

State Fire Marshal Jerry Rosendahl reported Scott 
Radke has jumped right into the position and done 
some wonderful things with the on-line MFIRS 
program.  Data that was not available before is now 
at their fingertips.  Up to date data anywhere from 
legislative, media, and grant requests can be done.   
 
Kevin McGinty has taken the position of Fire Code 
Development and Training Specialist.  His new 
position will begin immediately (May 26).  The code 
specialist position will be filed in the near future but 
meanwhile questions will be answered by a group 
of staff that will return your phone calls and emailed 
code questions 
 
Minneapolis Fire Department requested the State 
Fire Marshalôs Division to review their fatal fire 
involving a mixed use, multi family occupancy 
building.  This was quite a different experience for 
the Department, Jon Nisja and Kevin McGinty 
provided recommendations to Minneapolis. 
  

The State Fire Marshal Update is available on the 
State web site and you can also receive it by email 
if you sign up on their web site.  
 
Training/Education:  

The education for the June Meeting will be ï 
Commercial Green Building in Relationship to the 
Fire Code ï David T. Williams, PE.   
 
The Alarm and Sprinkler classes went well, very 
good comments on Art Black's Fire Alarm 
Presentation.   
 
Possible future seminars: 

¶ Advanced Means of Egress for large buildings, 
mixed occupancies, and high occupant loads. 

¶ SFMD Classes on Apartment Inspections, 
mixed use, college town apartments, etc 

¶ SFMD Classes on Detention and Correctional 
Facilities Inspections 

¶ SFMD Classes on Image Trend on-line 
Inspection Program 

 
Legislation (Jerry Rosendahl):  

Handout was given to the board on the latest 
Legislative updates and is available on the 
following link:  
http://www.msfca.org/Committees/Legislative%20Update
s/MnFACUpdateMay7_2010.pdf 

 
Certification:  

The Certification Board has been working with a 
local architectural firm to come up with real plans 
for the ñPlan Reviewò Certification.  This is a hands-
on test that you take home and then submit.   
 
Old Business:  
Social Events: Kip and John are working on setting 
up an outing to go to the new Twin Stadium for a 
baseball game.  More information to come.  
 
New Business:  

Kip and Jon Nisja will be attending the IFMA 
conference in Las Vegas June 6-10.  Email Motion 
was made to provide a stipend for Jon up to the 
allowed $500 by Robbie Bartholomew and 2nd by 
Roy Kingsley, passed unanimously.  Jon has been 
an active IFMA board member for the last 10 years, 
as past president this was his last year on the 
board.  However, he still remains active on 
committees.  Thank you for all your work Jon.   
 
Motion to approve the purchase of a canopy for the 
Fire Day at the fire, 12x20 with sides and 2 eight-

http://www.msfca.org/Committees/Legislative%20Updates/MnFACUpdateMay7_2010.pdf
http://www.msfca.org/Committees/Legislative%20Updates/MnFACUpdateMay7_2010.pdf
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foot plastic tables up to $250 by Robbie 
Bartholomew and 2nd by Phil Owens, motion 
passed unanimously.   
 
Gary Schroeder of the SFMD has expressed 
interest in being our web master for the FMAM site.  
Jon was asked to step down as the web master but 
will help coordinate the switch over.  Jon will still 
have access to upload the Post Indicator.  Thank 
you Gary.   
 
Good & Welfare: Nothing to report. 

 
Adjourn:  

Motion to adjourn at 11:30am by Phil Owens 2
nd 

by 
Kip LaMotte, Motion passed unanimously. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Robbie Bartholomew, Vice-President 
 

****** 
 

Find the Fire Code Violation 

 
In this edition of the Post Indicator we are adding a 
feature called "Find the Fire Code Violation". Below 
is a photo taken by Edina Fire Marshal Tom 
Jenson. Can anybody find the fire code violation? 
(Note: there are two things wrong). Look for the 
answer later in the Post Indicator. 
 

 
 
If you find unique situations that you would like to 
have featured in a future "Find the Fire Code 
Violation" in the Post Indicator, please send a photo 
of it to jonnisja@comcast.net. 
 

****** 
 
 
 

The Minnesota State Fire Marshal & Facebook. 

 
The State Fire Marshal is on Facebook!  Become a 
fan of the Minnesota Fire Marshal Division.  You 
can find it by entering MnDPS_SFM - State Fire 
Marshal in the Facebook search box, and it is also 
be searchable from sites like Google or Bing. 
 
You can also become a "friend" of the State Fire 
Marshal Division by searching Sfmd Minnesota in 
the Facebook search box. You must be a Facebook 
member to sign up as a "friend". 
 
For more information, please contact Becki White 
at the State Fire Marshal Division at 651-201-7214 
or e-mail: Rebecca.white@state.mn.us. 
 

****** 
 

May is Building Safety Month 
 

The MN State Fire Marshal Division, the Fire 
Marshals Association of MN and the MN State Fire 
Chiefs Association have teamed up with the 
Department of Labor & Industry (DLI) ï 
Construction Codes & Licensing Division to support 
May as Building Safety Month.  The photo is 
attached and the link to the story is at 
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/BSM.asp  

 

 
 
Pictured with a proclamation from Gov. Tim Pawlenty 
are, front, left to right: DLI Commissioner Steve 
Sviggum; Barb Williams, Minnesota Building Permit 
Technicians Association; DLI Assistant Commissioner 
Tom Joachim; Russell Thornburg, Southeast Minnesota 
Code Officials; back row: State Building Official Steve 
Hernick; Scott Dornfeld, City of Delano and 10,000 
Lakes Chapter of the ICC; Kip LaMotte, New Brighton 
Fire Marshal and Fire Marshals Association of 
Minnesota; State Fire Marshal Jerry Rosendahl; Marty 
Scheerer, Edina Fire Chief and Minnesota State Fire 
Chiefs Association. 

jonnisja@comcast.net
Rebecca.white@state.mn.us
http://www.dli.mn.gov/CCLD/BSM.asp
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****** 
 

NFPA President Urges Governors, Lawmakers 
to Veto Anti-Sprinkler Bills 

 
From Fireengineering.com May 14, 2010 

 
In recent letters to the governors of Florida and 
Georgia, and to members of the New Hampshire 
Senate, National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) President Jim Shannon is calling for the 
rejection of bills that would prohibit the inclusion of 
home fire sprinkler requirements. 
 
"In 2006, three major NFPA codes were revised to 
include the requirement for home fire sprinklers in 
new construction of one- and two-family dwellings," 
he wrote. "In 2008, the International Code Council 
voted to add a similar provision to the 2009 edition 
of International Residential Code. This occurred 
through a well-established process involving both 
public and private entities and cannot be influenced 
by any single special interest group. These codes 
identify the minimum standards of safety to protect 
people in their homes." 
 
Mr. Shannon wrote that these anti-sprinkler bills 
ignore the success of a proven safety technology. 
"Any proposal that removes this requirement from 
the code reduces the established minimum 
standards of safety in one- and two-family homes 
and equates to substandard housing," he said. 
 
"Encourage your elected officials to reject anti-
sprinkler legislation, and reach out to safety 
advocates in your state to make them aware of this 
threat. Visit our website: www.nfpa.org for more 
information and resources." 
 
Saying that fire service leaders are in a unique 
position to advocate for home fire sprinklers, the 
president of the International Fire Chiefs 
Association (IAFC) is urging IAFC members to 
support the Fire Sprinkler Initiative's efforts to 
require sprinklers in all new one- and two-family 
homes. "Nationwide, once every three hours 
someone is fatally injured in a home fire," says 
Chief Jeffrey Johnson of the Tualatin Valley (OR) 
Fire & Rescue. He adds that sprinklers also help 
protect firefighters. "Sixty-two percent of fireground 
firefighter deaths occur in residences and the vast 
majority of the residential firefighter deaths happen 
in one- and two-family homes," he says. 
 

Firefighters around the country are working to 
educate lawmakers, homebuilders, and consumers 
about the life-saving potential of home fire 
sprinklers. This week, dozens of South Carolina 
firefighters attended a state senate hearing to 
oppose a bill that would remove sprinkler 
requirements from the state building code. And as 
California moves toward implementing sprinkler 
requirements for new construction next January, 
the Roseville (CA) Fire Department has devoted a 
section of its Web site to educating homebuilders 
about sprinklers. 
 

****** 
 

Performance Measures for Fire Departments 
by: Jon Nisja 

 
Fire service leaders are often asked to show the 
effectiveness of the services that they perform. This 
is especially true in todayôs era of decreased 
budgets. All too often managers and leaders count 
ñthingsò such as number of responses or number of 
hours spent doing key functions. 
 
While counting the number of responses made, the 
number of inspections conducted, the number of 
inspection violations cited, or the numbers of hours 
spent on training are all important ñthingsò to count, 
they really do not show effectiveness.  
 
Almost all fire departments have a mission 
statement that reads something to the effect of 
"save lives and property". If that is your 
department's mission (and it should be), there 
needs to be some method whereby fire 
departments can measure how they are doing in 
that regard. 
 
One method of showing effectiveness is to track fire 
rates over time. Are fires, deaths, or injuries going 
up or down? When doing so, one must be careful to 
use a large enough data set so as not to be 
impacted by an unusually high or low yearôs worth 
of data. 
 
Another method of showing effectiveness is to 
compare a communityôs fire loss to the state loss, 
the regional loss, or the national loss. Another 
method of showing effectiveness is to show fire 
rates against a known quantity (fire deaths per 
100,000 people, number of fires per 10,000 people, 
or number of structure fires per 10,000 housing 
units, etc.). 

http://www.nfpa.org/
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One of the benchmark measurements of success 
that we have used in the Minnesota State Fire 
Marshal Division is the reduction in fire deaths over 
time. We recently ñclosed the booksò on fire loss 
data for 2009 in Minnesota so we have four 
decades worth of fire death data to review. 
 
In the following sections, we will try to provide some 
possible performance measures that fire 
departments can use to document their 
effectiveness or to look at areas where they might 
need improvement. 

Number of Fire Deaths & Fire Death Rate: 

In Minnesota, 2009 had the fewest number of fire 
deaths (35) since the State Fire Marshal has been 
keeping records (we started keeping records in 
1965) ï see Table 1. 
 
The fire death rate (number of fire deaths per 
100,000 population) in 2009 was 0.65; this is also 
the lowest it has been in 40 years ï see Table 2. 
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This basically means that in 2009 a fire death 
occurs about once a year for every 153,000 people. 
Compare this to the number of fire deaths that 
occurred in 1976 (our highest year) when a fire 
death occurred about once a year for every 30,000 
people. The following table shows the average 
number of fire deaths and the fire death rates for 
the past four decades: 
 

Table 3 ï Fire Deaths and Fire Death Rates by 
Decade 

Decade: Total 
Fire 

Deaths: 

Average 
Fire 

Deaths/Yr: 

Fire 
Death 
Rate: 

1970s (1970-1979) 961 96.1 2.45 

1980s (1980-1989) 776 77.6 1.86 

1990s (1990-1999) 586 58.6 1.27 

2000s (2000-2009) 465 46.5 0.91 

 
Using the 2000s fire death rate, there should be 
once fire death for every 110,000 population. 
Another way of looking at this is that a community 
of the following size should be averaging the 
following number of fire deaths over the past 
decade: 
 

Table 4 ï Estimated Number of Fire Deaths by 
Population 

Population: Number of Fire Deaths per Year: 

300,000 2.73  

250,000 2.28 

100,000 0.91 (or one every 13 months) 

75,000 0.68 (or one every 17.5 months) 

60,000 0.55 (or one every 22 months) 

50,000 0.46 (or one every 2 years, 2 months or 
26 months) 

25,000 0.23 (or one every 4 years, 4 months) 

20,000 0.18 (or once every 5 ½ years) 

10,000 0.09 (or once every 11 years) 

 
Communities could use this as a benchmark to 
determine how their fire death rate compares with 
the rest of the state. Communities that are 
experiencing fire death rates above the state 
averages should look at initiating measures to 
reduce the number of fire deaths (public fire safety 
education and/or fire prevention activities). 
Communities that are experiencing fire death rates 
substantially below the state average can probably 
take comfort in knowing that their efforts seem to 
be working. 
 
National Fire Death Rates: 

We compared Minnesotaôs fire death rate to the 
national average. According to the National Fire 

Protection Association (NFPA), Minnesota ranks 
42nd of the 50 states in the fire death rate (fire 
deaths per million population)1 from 2002 to 2006. 
Minnesotaôs 7.2 fire deaths per million population is 
about 34% lower than the national average (10.9 
fire deaths per million). 
 
Number of Fires per Population: 

We next analyzed the number of fires per a given 
population (in this case, we used number of fires 
per 10,000 population as the measurement). The 
following shows the number of structure fires, 
population, and fires per 10,000 population in 
Minnesota for the past five years. 
 

Table 5 ï Structure Fire Rate 

Year: 

No. of 
Structure 

Fires: Population: 

Structure Fire 
Rate (per 

10,000 
people): 

2005 7026 5,126,739 13.70 

2006 6953 5,167,101 13.46 

2007 7316 5,197,621 14.08 

2008 7106 5,220,393 13.61 

2009 6580 5,346,271 12.31 

Average 
  

13.43 
 

Using the five-year average of 13.43 structure fires 
per 10,000 people, we are able to establish a 
statewide benchmark. Using this fire rate, we can 
estimate the annual number of structure fires that 
can be anticipated for a given community size. That 
information is shown in Table 6. 

 
Table 6 ï Estimated Number of Structure Fires by 

Population 

Population: Number of Structure 
Fires per Year: 

300,000 403 

250,000 336 

100,000 134 

75,000 101 

60,000 80 

50,000 67 

25,000 34 

20,000 27 

10,000 13 

 
 
 

                                                
1 U.S. Unintentional Fire Death Rates by State, National Fire 

Protection Association. May, 2010. Dr. John Hall. 
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Number of Residential Fires & Residential Fire 
Rate: 

Since by far the majority of the stateôs fire loss 
occurs in residential occupancies, with the bulk of it 
in one and two-family dwellings, we compiled a 
history of residential fire loss. Unlike most 
occupancy types, the number of residential fires is 
not dropping as fast as we have seen in 
commercial structures. This can be seen in Table 7. 
In this table, we track the stateôs population, the 
number of housing units, and the number of fires in 
residential occupancies. The number of housing 
units comes from U.S. Census Bureau statistics; 
housing units are defined as a house, an 
apartment, a mobile home, a group of rooms, or a 
single room that is occupied (or if vacant, is 
intended for occupancy) as separate living 
quarters. 
 

Table 7 ï Residential Fire Rates 

 

 
Using the present decade as a benchmark, it is 
anticipated that there will be about 20 fires per 
10,000 housing units each year in Minnesota. To 
calculate this for a community, you will first need to 
determine the number of housing units in the 
jurisdiction. If the number of housing units is known, 
you can use that number. If the number of housing 
units is not known, you can estimate that number 
from the population. The current Census Bureau 
statistics show 2.3 people per housing unit. To 
determine the number of housing units based on 
your population, divide the number of people by 
2.3. 
 

The next step is to determine your residential fire 
rate. To do this, divide the number of residential 
fires by the number of residential housing units (fire 
rate). This will likely give you a number that is 
several places to the right of the decimal. To 
convert this into a more meaningful number, 
multiply the fire rate by 10,000 to get the fire rate 
per 10,000 housing units. In Table 8, we have 
shown the residential fire rate for communities 
having various populations. 
 
Table 8 ï Estimated Number of Residential Fires by 

Community Size 

Population: Number of 
Housing Units: 

Number of 
Residential  Fires 

per Year: 

300,000 130,435 261 

250,000 108,696 217 

100,000 43,478 87 

75,000 32,609 65 

60,000 26,087 52 

50,000 21,739 43 

25,000 10,870 22 

20,000 8,696 17 

10,000 4,348 9 

 
Of course, the information provided is based on 
statewide averages. Estimated numbers of fires are 
based on these statewide averages. In some 
cases, the complexion of the community may 
account for differences. For instance, a community 
with a high number of elderly residents may have 
fewer people per housing unit.  
 
Communities with a high number of commercial 
buildings may see a structure fire rate that is higher 
than the statewide average. These types of factors 
should be taken into consideration when analyzing 
a communityôs fire problem. 
 
Summary: 

Using the above three benchmarks (fire deaths by 
population, structure fires by population, and 
residential fires by community size), communities 
should be able to compare their fire loss to the 
statewide average. If communities are experiencing 
incidents and losses below the statewide averages, 
it is probably safe to assume that your departmentôs 
fire prevention efforts are being effective. If 
communities are experiencing incidents and losses 
above the statewide averages, it is suggested that 
the fire department place more emphasis on fire 
prevention efforts. 

Year: 

# of 
Housing 

Units: 

Persons 
/ 

Housing 
Unit: 

# of 
Res. 

Fires: 

Fire 
Rate 

(fires / 
10,000 

housing 
units): 

1980 1,612,960 2.53 5,728 35.51 

1985 1,730,703 2.42 6,093 35.21 

1990 1,848,445 2.37 4,468 24.17 

1995 1,957,196 2.38 4,521 23.10 

2000 2,065,946 2.39 3,169 15.34 

2005 2,252,022 2.28 5,043 22.39 

2008 2,331,203 2.24 5,330 22.86 

Average 
(2000s) 

   
20.19 
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****** 
 

NFPA Fire Loss Reports 
 

Again, FMAM would like to thank National Fire 
Protection Association Regional Representative 
Russ Sanders for forwarding copies of NFPA 
reports for inclusion in the Post Indicator. 
 
On the following pages you will find NFPA report 
information on: 

¶ Fire Loss by Region -  see how Minnesota and 
your community compare to the nation and to 
the Midwest region (page 12). 

¶ U.S. Home Structure Fire Fact Sheet - page 18 
& 19. 

 
To download copies of these reports, go to 
www.nfpa.org; then click on the Research tab and 
then click on Fire Reports. Many of these reports 
are free to fire service personnel. 
 

****** 
Find the Fire Code Violation (answers) 

 
Were you able to identify both of the fire code 
violations shown in this picture of a sidewall 
sprinkler? 
 
1. There is a heat collector above the sidewall 
sprinkler. These types of devices are not 
acceptable (and never have been). Although they 
are sometimes used, the 2010 edition of NFPA 13 
specifically forbids their use. An effective "heat 
collector" is the ceiling; sprinklers should always be 
installed near the ceiling in accordance with their 
listings and NFPA 13 to allow them to activate in a 
fire. 
 
2. An electrical grounding wire has been attached 
to the sprinkler piping; this is not allowed by NFPA 
13. 
 

******
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS ï 2010-2011 

 
President: 

Kip LaMotte (1st Term - 2011) 
Fire Marshal    Work: (651) 288-4121 
City of New Brighton  Fax:  (651) 288-4110 
785 Old Highway 8 NW   
New Brighton, MN 55112  
 e-mail: kip.lamotte@newbrightonmn.gov 
 
Vice President:  

Roberta Bartholomew (2nd Term - 2012) 
Fire Marshal    Work:  (763) 755-9825 
Andover Fire Dept.  Fax:   (763) 755-9583 
13875 Crosstown Blvd.   
Andover, MN 55304   

e-mail: Rbart@ci.andover.mn.us   
 
Secretary:  

Joe Berg (1st Term - 2011) 
Fire Inspector    Work:  (952) 563-8966 
City of Bloomington 
1800 West Old Shakopee Rd. 
Bloomington, MN 55431 
 e-mail: jberg@ci.bloomington.mn.us 
 
Treasurer:  
John Powers  (5th Term - 2012) 
Fire Marshal    Work:  (651) 280-6951 
Farmington City Hall  Fax:   (651) 280-6839 
430 Third Street   
Farmington, MN 55024  

e-mail: jpowers@ci.farmington.mn.us 
 

Past President: 

Phil Owens  
Assistant Fire Marshal  Work: (651) 266-8941 
St. Paul DSI ï Fire Inspection   
375 Jackson Street, #220   
St. Paul, MN 55101 

e-mail: phil.owens@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

Board of Directors: 

Angie Wiese (2nd Term - 2012)     
Fire Protection Engineer  Work: (651) 266-8953 
St. Paul DSI ï Fire Inspection      
375 Jackson St. #220    
St. Paul, MN 55101    
 e-mail: angie.wiese@ci.stpaul.mn.us  
 
Roy Kingsley (2nd  Term - 2011) 
Fire Marshal      Work: (952) 953-2679 
Apple Valley Fire Dept.   Fax:   (952) 953-2515 
7100 - 147th St. W    
Apple Valley, MN 55124  
 e-mail: RKingsley@ci.apple-valley.mn.us 
 
Tom Pitschneider (2nd Term - 2012) 
Fire Marshal/Inspector   Work:  
City of Shakopee    
129 Holmes Street S.   
Shakopee, MN 55379    
 e-mail: tpitschneider@ci.shakopee.mn.us  
 
State Fire Marshal (Ex-Officio): 

Jerry Rosendahl 
State Fire Marshal    Work: (651) 201-7201 
State Fire Marshal Division Fax:   (651) 215-0541 
444 Cedar Street; Suite 145  
St. Paul, MN 55101-5145 
 e-mail: jerry.rosendahl@state.mn.us 
 
Public Education Committee Chairperson: 

Connie Forster 
Chief Prevention Officer  Work: (763) 786-4436 
SBM Fire Department   Fax:   (763) 786-9617 
1710 County Highway 10 NE  
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432   
 e-mail: cforster@sbmfire.com 
 
Post Indicator and Web-Site Editor: 
Jon Nisja    
Supervisor       Work: (651) 201-7204 
State Fire Marshal Division Fax:   (651) 215-0525 
444 Cedar Street; Suite 145  
St. Paul, MN 55101-5145   
 e-mail: jon.nisja@state.mn.us 

    
 

Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota  
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mailto:Rbart@ci.andover.mn.us
jberg@ci.bloomington.mn.us
mailto:jpowers@ci.farmington.mn.us
mailto:phil.owens@ci.stpaul.mn.us
mailto:vswisher@ci.rochester.mn.us
mailto:tpitschneider@ci.shakopee.mn.us
mailto:jerry.rosendahl@state.mn.us
mailto:cforster@sbmfire.com
mailto:jon.nisja@state.mn.us
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NFPA announces theme for Fire Prevention Week 2010 
Smoke Alarms: A sound you can live with 

 
June 1, 2010 ï The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has announced the theme for this yearôs Fire 
Prevention Week:  Smoke Alarms:  A sound you can live with. Fire Prevention Week will be held from 
October 3-9, 2010. Each year in October since 1922, the NFPA has sponsored the fire prevention campaign to 
emphasize the importance of fire safety to inspire individuals to take action to prevent fires and avoid the 
deaths, injuries, and destruction they cause. 
 
In 2008, home fires killed 2,755 people and injured 13,160. Two of every five home fire deaths were in a home 
with no smoke alarms and another one in five was in a home where the smoke alarms were not working. 
 
This yearôs theme aims to educate the public on how smoke alarms save lives and why they should be 
installed and maintained in every home. Having working smoke alarms can cut the chances of dying in a fire in 
half. The theme will focus on how to choose, install, and maintain smoke alarms. 
 
NFPA has taken the lead in public fire safety outreach by serving as the official sponsor of Fire Prevention 
Week for 88 years. The annual public awareness and safety commemoration, which is proclaimed by the 
President of the United States each year, is observed by fire departments in the U.S. and Canada to mark the 
anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.  According to the National Archives and Records 
Administrationôs Library Information Center, Fire Prevention Week is the longest running public health and 
safety observance on record. 
 
Please visit the newly launched Fire Prevention Week website www.firepreventionweek.org for safety tips, 
statistical information, and more. The materials are available for use by fire departments, teachers, families 
and anyone interested in learning or teaching about fire safety. 
 
 
 

http://www.nfpa.org/
http://www.firepreventionweek.org/
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FMAM Report to International Fire Marshals 
Association - June, 2010 

by: FMAM President Kip LaMotte 
 

Number of members:  Approximately 234 paid 

members 
Annual membership dues: $35.00 

 
FMAM meeting dates and times: 

¶ The Board of Directors meets the 2nd 
Wednesday of February, May, August, and 
November. 

¶ Membership meetings are the 2nd Wednesday 
of March, June, September, and December. 

 
FMAM Newsletter: 

The Post Indicator (P.I.) is the quarterly newsletter 
of the Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota that 
contains current news and information, press 
releases, committee reports, and state fire marshal 
formal interpretations and Quick Response 
Newsletter among other pertinent information for 
our members. We also have a web page at: 
www.fmam.org. Past editions of the P.I. are 
archived on the website. 
 
General Chapter Report:  
The Fire Marshal's Association of Minnesota has 
continued its relationship with ICC Chapter 
organizations representing fire and building 
inspectors in Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Iowa to form the International 
Code Council's Upper Midwest Region III.  The 
focus of ICC Region III is to foster code 
development and professional criteria through the 
ICC process for its member organizations. FMAM is 
pleased to hold a seat on the Board of Directors of 
ICC Region III and also the Training Committee for 
Region III.  February 8th ï 12th, 2010 was the ICC 
Upper Great Plains Region III Educational Institute. 
The Fire Track had the following offerings: 

¶ 2 days ï IFC Performing Commercial Fire 
Inspections 

¶ 1 day ï Residential Sprinkler Systems ï 
Design, Layout, Inspection Techniques 

¶ ½ day ï  AM-World Trade Center Investigation 
ï fire rated building construction 

¶ ½ day ï PM- Understanding and Applying IFC 
chapter 5 (Fire Service Features) 

¶ 1 day ï IBC Building Areas, Fire Areas and 
Mixed Occupancies 

 

Also, FMAM has members on the MN Residential 
Sprinkler Coalition. The coalition has a four 
pronged approach for their educational tasks. In 
preparation for the new requirements, FMAM 
members have been doing the following throughout 
MN.  
1. Educate the Building Trades (example- 

Builders, sprinkler companies, realtors, 
plumbers, etc) 

2. Educate the fire service 
3. Coordinated / consistent enforcement 
4. Public education 
   
Legislation: 

MnFAC is the acronym for Minnesota Fire 
Associations Coalition. MnFAC started in 2006 and 
it is the comprehensive partnership between the 
major fire service organizations in Minnesota 
including Minnesota State Fire Chiefs Association 
(MSFCA), Minnesota State Fire Department 
Association (MSFDA), Fire Marshals Association of 
Minnesota (FMAM), Minnesota Area Relief 
Association Coalition (MARAC) and finally the 
Minnesota Chapter of the International Association 
of Arson Investigators. (MNIAAI). 
 
This MnFAC group meets every week with our 
lobbyists to go over any and all fire related bills 
introduced during the legislative session. In 2006 a 
new funding method was established State Fire 
Marshal Division and fire service training by way of 
a .5% tax on existing and new insurance premiums. 
Unfortunately, this year the Legislature transferred 
$10.5 million from this account to the general fund 
for ñbudget deficit reductionò. Fortunately, the state 
fire marshal division will not lose funding but 
firefighter training dollars were reduced. 
 
MnFAC ñinitiativesò for 2010 legislative session 
were: 

¶ Civil Immunity for donated Public Safety 
Equipment ï dead this session. 

¶ Post-Hire Background Checks ï passed. 

¶ Charitable Solicitation by Firefighters (fill the 
boot campaign) passed. 
 

There are many more bills that the MnFAC group 
supports, opposes and are neutral on. FMAM is 
proud of the work this group is accomplishing and 
looks forward to being an integral part of the 
coalition. 
 
 

http://www.fmam.org/
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Training / Education:  

FMAM continues to have the goal of providing vital 
training to our members. We have members that 
are on the educational committee that put on the 
Minnesota Building Official Institute at the 
University of Minnesota.  The U of M institute has a 
two day fire track, January 14th and 15th.  FMAM 
also has members instruct at these seminars and 
conferences. Class offerings for 2010 were: 

¶ Structural Stability of Engineered Wood 
Trusses and the Impact of Fire  

¶ Finding Solutions to Common Fire Code 
Problems  

¶ Tier II and Hazardous Materials Reporting  

¶ Fire Protection Trends  

¶ Fire Science for Code Officials 

¶ NFPA 3 Commissioning of Fire Protection 
Systems  

 
Since we last met (Chicago), FMAM Quarterly 
meeting/training classes were: 

¶ September, 2009 ï Minnesota Residential 
Sprinkler Coalition ï Nyle Zikmund ï presenter 

¶ December, 2009 ï State Fire Marshal Divisions 
ï Public Safety Educator ï Becki White 
presenter 

¶ March, 2010 ï NFPA ï Research Studies on 
Fire Inspection Effectiveness and 
Measurements ï Dr. John Hall (NFPA) ï 
presenter  

¶ June, 2010 ï Commercial Green Building in 
Relationship to the Fire Code ï David T. 
Williams, PE.  

 
Additional training offerings either sponsored or co-
sponsored by FMAM for 2009 / 2010 were: 

¶ Vision 20/20 ï Dr. Paul Schwartzman ï Blaine, 
MN 

¶ January 29th and 30th ï Public Education 
Conference ïSt. Cloud, MN 

¶ April 20th and 21st ï Fire Alarm Systems ï Art 
Black 

¶ April 29th  - Fire Sprinkler Code Forum 

¶ May 11th, 12th ï NFPA 13, 13D, and 13R 
updates for 2007 and 2010 editions ï NFSA - 
North metro 

¶ May 13th, 14th ï NFPA 13, 13D, and 13R 
updates for 2007 and 2010 editions ï NFSA - 
South metro 

 
Code Development: 
FMAM has three representatives on the Minnesota 
State Fire Chiefs Association Fire Code Committee 
which serves as an advisory to the State Fire 
Marshal on fire code adoption and amendments. In 
addition three FMAM members serve on NFPA 
Committees: NFPA 13 (Discharge Criteria), NFPA 
72 (Protected Premises) and NFPA 101 / 5000 
(Residential Occupancies). 
 
Public Fire Safety Education: 
FMAM continues to participate in the largest single 
fire prevention activity in the United States ï 
Governorôs Fire Prevention Day at the Minnesota 
State Fair. It was held on Friday, August 25, 2009 
and attended by more than 100,000 people. 
 
FMAM also supports the State Fire Marshalôs public 
fire safety education initiatives. A new feature adds 
fire safety education resources to the SFM website 
(www.fire.state.mn.us/FirePubEd.htm) plus starting a 
social networking page on Facebook (MnDPS_SFM 

- State Fire Marshal). Fire service personnel from 
other states are welcome to join as friends or fans 
of this Facebook page. 
 
Fire Deaths: 

In 2009, Minnesota experienced the fewest fire 
deaths (35) since the State Fire Marshal began 
tracking fire deaths (in 1970). This represents a 
62% reduction in the fire death rate (number of fire 
deaths per 100,000 population) since the 1970s. 
This reduction is clearly attributable to fire 
inspections, code enforcement, and public fire 
safety education efforts. 

 

http://www.fire.state.mn.us/FirePubEd.htm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Paul-MN/MnDPS_SFM-State-Fire-Marshal/190894036209
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Paul-MN/MnDPS_SFM-State-Fire-Marshal/190894036209
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