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Presidentôs Message ï Kip LaMotte 

 
FMAM Members, 
 

As I sit here and write this message, our summer is 
quickly fading away. The Minnesota State Fair is 
right around the corner and we all know what that 
means. The temperatures are dropping, as are the 
summer vacation days for the kids. The kids soon 
will be back in the schools and Iôm sure the parents 
are equally excited for their return. 
 

NFPAôs theme for Fire Prevention Week (FPW), 
2009 is ñStay Fire Smart! Donôt Get Burnedò. FPW 
is October 4th through the 10th this year. I hope all 
are getting their activities in order to help educate 
our public on the hazards of home fires. As always, 
FPW is a great way to get the message out but we, 
as a fire service, need to think of ways to get all the 
safety messages out.  
 
NFPAôs web site says the 2009 FPW message was 
purposefully broad so we can change it to what 
meets our demographic and communityôs needs. 
Keeping safe from burns and knowing what to do if 
someone getôs burned are ñtips of the icebergò of 
messages we can deliver.  
 
Letôs not forget the other popular safety messages 
like ñWhen You Go Out. Blow Outò (the candles) 
and ñWatch What You Heatò, etc. in our prevention 
 

 
 

 
messages. Check out the NFPA website for 
additional discussion points and resources at 
www.nfpa.org.  
 
September 21st is the summer event for FMAM 
members. This year the board decided on a 
Minnetonka dinner boat cruise. Stay tuned for 
future emails about cost, times and directions. The 
summer events are a great way to network with 
your peers and discuss problems or successes that 
your peers are experiencing. I hope you can make 
it. 
 
Other important dates in the near future are 
February 8th ï 12th for the ICC Region III Annual 
Conference and January 14th and 15th for the 
University of Minnesota Building Official 
Conference ï fire track. Both training offerings will 
have excellent classes and even some nationally 
recognized speakers in their respective tracts. 
 
Good luck to all in your prevention efforts and I 
wish everyone luck in this challenging economy. I 
hope you all can get creative in your prevention and 
training budgets. Remember, there are plenty of 
things we can do cheap or free without fancy 
brochures and banners. Keep thinking out of the 
box and good luck! 
 
Yours in Prevention and Safety, 
  
Kip LaMotte 

President 
Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota 
 

****** 
 

Treasurerôs Report 

 
No Treasurer's Report was received by the time 
this edition of the Post Indicator was published. 
 

****** 
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Fire Marshalôs Association of Minnesota 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Meeting Minutes ï June 10, 2009 

 

New Brighton Public Safety Training Center 
 

Training & Education 

Commercial Kitchen Hoods ï Installation, 
Maintenance, and Inspection was presented by 
Don Pfleiderer of enVIROmatic Corporation of 
America, Inc. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
General meeting was called to order by Vice 
President Robbie Bartholomew at 2:45 PM. 

¶ The membership acknowledged and 
congratulated Angie Leitnerôs appointment to 
the ICC Committee. 

¶ The membership acknowledged and 
congratulated Jon Nisjaôs Meritorious Service 
Award by the International Fire Marshals 
Association. 

¶ The March 11, 2009 Annual Membership 
Meeting Minutes were not available in the Post 
Indicator and therefore approval was 
postponed. 
 

Treasurerôs Report (John Powers): No report, 

John was unable to attend. 
 
Membership Report (Joe Berg): Current 

membership is at 184; down by 54 from last year. 
 
STATE FIRE MARSHAL REPORT (Chief Deputy 

Bob Dahm) 
 

A. Year to date fire deaths is at 23. Thatôs about 
even from 2008. No common patterns or 
themes. 

B. Approximately 425 departments have opted to 
participate with the on-line NFIRS reporting. So 
far, 22,000 incidents have been entered and 
approximately $32 million dollars in damage 
has been reported. 

C. The State Legislator un-allotted $100,000 from 
the Fire Safety Account during the recent 
legislative session. No other major changes 
were made to the State Fire Marshalôs Office. 

D. Hopefully, two open positions will be filled by 
the end of June. They are the Public Fire 
Educator and Fire Code Specialist. 

E. There are 858 Fire Standard Compliant 
cigarettes. Deputy FM Kerry Queen will be 
working on FSC programs. 

F. The State Fire Marshalôs Office is very proud of 
Jonôs and Angieôs recent accomplishments. 

G. A copy of the 2008 preliminary Fire in 
Minnesota report is available on the State Fire 
Marshalôs website. The full report should be 
ready in October. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Public Fire Safety Education (Connie Forster): No 

report, Connie was unable to attend. 
 
Training and Education (Robbie Bartholomew): 

1.  Septemberôs education program will include a 
presentation from Chief Nyle Zikmund. He is 
working with the MN Sprinkler Coalition. The 
topic will be on: Educating the Fire Service and 
uniform enforcement. 

2. MNSFM Sprinkler classes being held in 
Oakdale and Burnsville are full. 

3. The FMAM Board is soliciting for ideas and 
suggestions on alternative methods for training. 
 

Governorôs Council on Fire Prevention & 
Control (Jeff Schadegg): 

1. Looking at whether or not agricultural buildings 
should be exempted from fire sprinkler 
protection. 

2. Dan Bernardy is helping with the Governorôs 
Fire Prevention Day at the Minnesota State Fair 
this year. 

3. A White Paper position on residential fire 
sprinklers is in progress. 

4. Julyôs meeting will be held in Alexandria, MN. 
 

MN Fire Chiefôs Code Committee (Angie Leitner): 

1. Committee met in May. 
2. The 2009 IFC version will not be adopted. 

However, the committee is approximately 
halfway through the process of looking at 
significant changes to determine if a SONAR 
(Statement of Need and Reasonableness) is 
warranted. 

3. The committee also looked at NFPA 1 but 
decided to continue with the IFC. Even though 
there were approximately 11 issues with the 
compatibility of NFPA with the ICC codes, no 
NFPA chapter was overwhelmingly better than 
the IFC. 
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Certification Committee (Brad Schmoll): No 

report, Brad was unable to attend. 
 
Legislative Committee (Steve Zaccard): 
The Fire Safety Account: 

¶ Had an increase of $120,000 for fire training. 

¶ Had an increase of $604,000 for Haz-Mat 
Teams. 

¶ Had a decrease of $100,000 ï Legislature un-
allotment/budget re-allocation. 

 
Firefighter Licensure passed this past session (MN 
Statute 299N). Any fulltime firefighter hired after 
6/30/2011 will have to be a ñLicensed Firefighterò 
(i.e. take a test). The Minnesota Board of Firefighter 
Training and Education will be administering the 
test and keeping track of Licenses. Expect to pay 
about $75.00 per firefighter and the firefighter will 
need to maintain 72 hours of CEUôs. Go to the 
State Revisor of State Statutes website for more 
details: www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us 
 
A building in western Minnesota was able to be 
exempted from being sprinklered. Representative 
Seifert sponsored this piece of legislation but 
thankfully there is a 10 year ñSunsetò provision 
within the bill. 
 
Look for updates on the reclassification of outdoor 
pavilions to an A-3. 
 
The South Metro Fire District can now perform 
school inspections but will oversight by the State 
Fire Marshalôs office. 
 
The first Sunday in October will be the Fallen 
Fighterôs Day. 
 
The following pieces of legislation failed: 

¶ Required non-public school inspections by the 
SFM. 

¶ A statewide property maintenance code. 

¶ Reducing the number of required fire drills to 2. 

¶ Establishing a board on Residential 
Construction (the bill was ñpulledò). 

 
Cuts within LGA (Local Government Aid) could 
affect public safety statewide. 
 
2nd Biennium failed bills are still ñin playò for the 
upcoming legislative session. 
 
The Legislative Committee is working on a list of 
legislative priorities for 2010. 

 
MnSCU Curriculum Development (Mike Bent): 

No report, Mike was unable to attend. 
 
IRC Fire Sprinkler Coalition (Marilyn Arnlund): 

The Coalition has split into 4 key groups. The goal 
is to get truthful and correct information and 
documentation out to each of these groups. The 
Coalition is actively looking for volunteers all over 
the State to help out. The 4 groups are: 

¶ Consistent Enforcement 

¶ Public Education 

¶ Fire Service 

¶ Building Contractors 
 

The next Coalition meeting is in October. 
 

MEMBERSHIP ï OPEN DISCUSSION 
 

Chuck Schaitberger (Eden Prairie) offered 
information on an alarm clock ï bed shaker device 
that also can be connected to a smoke detector for 
the hearing impaired. Harris Communication is a 
local vendor in Eden Prairie who carries a wide 
variety of devices. 
 
Marilyn Arnlund (Maple Grove) is looking for 
information on the installation of ñblinking porch 
lightsò that are used by senior citizens to indicate 
they have an emergency inside their home. 
 
Merchandise: Is available on-line through Streich 
Designs. Make sure you indicate what logo you 
would like to have. 
 
Summer Event: The Board is looking at three 
options (Apple Farm, Valley Fair, and Minnetonka 
Boat Cruise). The organizers are working on a plan. 
Look for details to follow. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: None presented. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: None presented. 

 
GOOD AND WELFARE: None presented. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

¶ Motion made by Thierry Chevallier, Second by 
Bob Imholte. Motion carried and meeting 
adjourned at 3:30 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joe Berg ï FMAM Secretary 
 

http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/
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****** 
 

Fire Marshalôs Association of Minnesota 
BOARD MEETING 
August 12, 2009 

New Brighton Public Safety Building 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

A. Meeting was called to order by Kip LaMotte at 
8:40 AM. 

B. The following members were present: K. 
LaMotte, R. Bartholomew, J. Berg, R. Kingsley, 
J. Rosendahl, T. Pitschnieder, A. Leitner, C. 
Forster. 

C. Approval of the May 13, 2009 Board Meeting 
Minutes 

¶ Motion by Bartholomew, Second by 
Kingsley, motion carried. 

D. No additional agenda items were added. 

 
Financial Report (John Powers): None 
presented. John was unable to attend. 
 
Membership Report (Joe Berg): 

¶ At last count, we are at 184 members. John 
Powers received a couple of new applicants. 
He will forward those to me upon his return 
from the National Fire Academy. 

¶ I will be compiling data on our membership 
trends and hope to have that completed in a 
month or two. 

 
Merchandise (Kip LaMotte): 

¶ Lori Streich is now selling both FMAM clothing 
and FMAM videos. 

¶ There will be, if not already, a link to her 
website from FMAMôs web-site. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Public Fire Safety Education (Connie Forster): 

1. The 2010 Public Fire Education and Fire 
Training Conference will be held January 30 & 
31 in St. Cloud. The conference will be a joint 
effort between the Fire Chiefôs Public Education 
Committee and the newly formed Fire 
Instructors and Training Officers Association of 
Minnesota. 

2. SBM Fire will be hosting Tim Sendelbach on 
October 14 from 1 to 4 PM. A second day with 
Tim is in the works. More information is 
forthcoming. 

3. MN Chiefs Public Education Award nomination 
is on-line. 

4. NFPA has a new grant ï Memory one. More 
details on this are available at www.nfpa.org. 

5. The Lynx Professional Basketball team is 
looking to sponsor a ñFire Prevention Dayô 
during one of their home games. Proposals are 
in progress. 

6. West Metro Fire will host a speaker from the 
Centennial School District on August 17. The 
topic of discussion will be on Fire Education for 
school age children. 

 
Training & Education (Robbie Bartholomew): 

1. The September General Meeting will be held in 
Maplewood with Nyle Zikmund presenting his 
topic on residential fire sprinklers. 

2. The December General Meeting will be held in 
Bloomington.  The training program is being 
developed. 

3. Jon Nisja is working with Art Black on having 
Art teach an advanced fire alarm class in 2010. 
Hopefully we will have an update by the 
September General meeting. 

4. Still looking at alternating North (New Brighton) 
& South (Bloomington) meeting sites for 
General Meetings. Robbie will contact John 
Piper to find out where the next two MNIAAI 
meeting locations will be held at. 

 
Legislation (Jerry Rosendahl): 

1. MNFAC is considering proposing legislation 
that will allow fire departments to charge 
automobile insurance carriers for the recovery 
of expenses the fire department incurs when 
they respond to motor vehicle accidents. 

2. The MBFTE (Firefighter Training Board) will be 
adding the responsibilities of Firefighter 
Licensure to their duties. 

3. There may be changes and clarifications to the 
Carbon Monoxide Law. The State Fire 
Marshalôs Office has issued an opinion and they 
will keep us posted with any proposed law 
changes. 

4. Other legislation being considered is: 

¶ A requirement that all money for the Fire 
Safety Account stays in the account. 

¶ Giving Fire Districts taxing authority. 

¶ Making novelty toy lighters illegal in 
Minnesota. 

¶ Requiring the SFM Office to inspect private 
schools (as they already do for public 
schools). 

¶ Addressing the MN Supreme Court Case: 
City of Morris v. Sax Investments. In other 

http://www.nfpa.org/
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words: the State Building Codes v. City 
Ordinances. 

¶ Requiring full fire sprinkler coverage in 
multi-family housing where 50% or more of 
the building has been damaged and being 
repaired. 
 

Certification (Kip Lamotte): Nothing to report at 

this time. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Kip is still looking for an updated list of FMAM 
members who serve on various outside 
committees. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

It looks like this year's social event will be on the 
ñTaco Cruiseò on Lake Minnetonka. Kip will obtain 
details to pass on. 
 

GOOD & WELFARE 

 
SFM Jerry Rosendahl is happy to report the Becki 
White from Eden Prairie will be the new Public Fire 
Educator. Sheôs a teacher within the Shakopee 
School District and a member of the Eden Prairie 
Fire Department. Beckiôs first day will be August 19. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

¶ Motion by Pitschnieder, Second by 
Bartholomew, motion carried and the meeting 
was adjourned at 9:55 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joe Berg, Secretary 

****** 
 

Public Education Report 

By Connie Forster 
 

Fire Prevention week is fast approaching.  Often 
the fire service concentrates prevention efforts on 
this week.  This often makes for some burnt out fire 
fighters by October 12th and may not have the 
lasting effects desired due to the fact that people 
here the messages once a year.   
 
Consider spreading out prevention programs 
throughout the year.  Times are hard with budget 
and staff cuts but there are many ways to expand 

prevention efforts. Find free materials on the web 
that can be downloaded to give as handouts.  Look 
for new ways to find volunteers to help with 
prevention programming.  It does not have to be 
one or two people in the department doing it all nor 
does it take a lot of money. Sometimes it just takes 
some thinking outside the box.   
 
Consider starting a Fire Corps program in your 
community. Fire Corps is a national program using 
community volunteers to make a difference to fire 
departments and communities.  
 
There are many people in our communities looking 
for opportunities to give back but are not quite sure 
how to go about it.  Take advantage of the natural 
interest people have in the fire department.  Put an 
ad in the local newspaper asking for volunteers.  
Ask people if they are interested in volunteering 
when they come for a station tour, attend 
presentations or when they walk up to you when 
you are out and about in the fire truck.   
 
The ways these volunteers can help is limited only 
by your imagination.  Free materials as well as 
information on how to start a Fire Corps program in 
your community are available at www.fire.org.  If 
you are interested in how one local department is 
using Fire Corps, contact Shannon Ryder at 
sryder@sbmfire.com.   
 
Think outside the box to expand your fire 
prevention programs.  Messages should be taught 
all year to really make a difference.   
 
News and Updates: 

¶ There is a new educator in the Fire Marshalôs 
Office.  Becki White started on August 17.   

¶ Mark your calendars for the Instructor/Educator 
conference on January 29-30, 2010 at the 

Kelly Inn in St. Cloud.  FITOAM and the 
Minnesota Fire Chiefôs Pub Ed Committee are 
working cooperatively on this conference.  
Please watch for more details. The key note 
speaker will be Tim Sendelbach.  Class 
offerings may include power point, working with 
excel, creating effective programs on little or no 
budgets, as well as public speaking. 

¶ Mark your calendars for October 14 and 15th.  

Paul Schwartzman, a licensed mental health 
counselor, author, and creator of several 
successful programs such as Play Safe, Be 
Safe will be training on Vision 20/20 (The new 
America Burning) as well as juvenile fire setting 

http://www.fire.org/
mailto:sryder@sbmfire.com
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in the metro area.  This training will be 
conducted through the Minnesota Fire Chiefôs 
Association Pub Ed Committee for a nominal 
fee.  Watch for more details via email and 
professional organizations. 

¶ NFPA has a grant for Remembering When, an 
injury prevention program for seniors.  
Applications are open until November.  This 
grant is for training and materials. 

¶ The 2009 Fire Prevention Week theme is Stay 
Fire Smart!  Donôt Get Burned.  It focuses on 
burn awareness and prevention.  There are 
many downloadable resources available on the 
NFPAôs web site. 

¶ There are many people out there doing good 
things in prevention.  Consider nominating 
someone for the Chiefôs Pub Ed Award.  There 
are 3 categories:  Community Partner Award, 
Firefighter/Department Award, and Civilian 
Recognition.  An application can be found on 
the Minnesota Fire Chiefôs Association web site. 

¶ The Get Your Butt Outside ashtrays are 
available through Dan Bernardy.   

¶ The 1st round of Fire Prevention and Safety 
Grants has been awarded.  Two Minnesota 
departments have been awarded grants to 
date: St. Paul and Moorhead Fire Departments. 

 

****** 
 

ARE FIRE SPRINKLERS GREEN? 
 

Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition (HFSC) and 
Commercial Property Insurer FM Global Form 

Partnership to Study the Environmental 
Effects of Home Fires 

 

FRANKFORT, IL (8/31/09)ðThe nonprofit Home 
Fire Sprinkler Coalition (HFSC) is partnering with 
FM Global, one of the worldôs largest commercial 
property insurers, on an unprecedented research 
project to identify, analyze and evaluate the 
environmental impact caused by home firesða 
topic of increasing international importance. 
 
In October 2009, FM Global will conduct full-scale 
fire tests to compare the environmental impact of 
sprinklered and non-sprinklered home fires. The 
tests will be conducted at FM Globalôs 1,600 acre, 
$125-million Research Campus in West Glocester, 
Rhode Island, USA. 
 
ñThe Board of HFSC is pleased to partner with FM 
Global on this project,ò says Gary Keith, HFSC 

chair. ñSprinklers are proven to save lives and 
protect property. We know sprinklers also provide 
environmental benefitsðbenefits we will only be 
able to prove through scientific study.ò 
 
When sprinklers activate, they control the heat, 
flames and smoke of a home fire, effectively 
mitigating the products of combustion. ñThe 
expectation is that a reduction in combustion also 
results in lessened pollution,ò Keith adds. ñItôs time 
to formally determine those qualities as well as the 
potential for reduced water-related impact. Thereôs 
never been a better time to do a study like this 
because interest is at an all time high.ò 
 
The results of the research will establish: 

¶ The types, quantity and duration of air and 
water pollutants released from a home fire as 
well as the water usage from fire sprinklers and 
firefightersô hoses. 

¶ The environmental impact resulting from 
burning household furnishings and finish 
materials as well as disposing the fire-damaged 
contents of a home. 

¶ The carbon footprint associated with rebuilding 
a burnt home. 

 
Following completion of the research, FM Global 
will publish a report documenting the test results 
and findings. HFSC and FM Global will make the 
report available to the public at no cost, in early 
2010. 
 
ñUnderstanding the environmental benefits of fire 
protection in our homes provides a common basis 
to improve sustainable residential and commercial 
development,ò says Dr. Louis Gritzo, vice president 
and manager of research at FM Global. ñThis joint 
project is a natural tie-in to recently released 
technical research by FM Global showing ways 
businesses can be more environmentally 
sustainable by reducing their vulnerabilities to fire 
and natural disaster risks.ò 

  
****** 

9/11 Anniversary 

 
Friday, September 11, 2009 marks the 8th 
anniversary of the attacks on the World Trade 
Center and Pentagon buildings. The FMAM Board 
of Directors asks each FMAM member to observe a 
brief moment of silence and remembrance that 
morning out of respect for the thousands of people 
who perished that day, including 348 firefighters. 



FMAM Post Indicator  September, 2009          Page 7 
   

 
****** 

Deadliest Fires 

The 20 deadliest fires and explosions in U.S. 
history 

 

Rank Event Date 
# of 

deaths 

1 
The World Trade Center 

New York, NY 
September 
11, 2001 

2,666 

2 
S.S. Sultana steamship boiler 

explosion and fire 
Mississippi River 

April 27, 
1865 

1,547 

3 
Forest fire 

Peshtigo, WI, and environs 
October 8, 

1871 
1,152 

4 
General Slocum excursion 

steamship fire 
New York, NY 

June 15, 
1904 

1,030 

5 
Iroquois Theater 

Chicago, IL 
December 
30, 1903 

602 

6 
Forest fire 

Cloquet, MN, and environs 
October 
12, 1918 

559 

7 
Cocoanut Grove night club  

Boston, MA 
November 
28, 1942 

492 

8 
S.S. Grandcamp & Monsanto 

Chemical Company plant 
Texas City, TX 

April 16, 
1947 

468 

9 
Forest fire 

Hinckley, MN, and environs 
September 

1, 1894 
418 

10 
Monongha Mine coal mine 

explosion 
Monongha, WV 

December 
6, 1907 

361 

11 
North German Lloyd lines 

steamship 
Hoboken, NJ 

June 30, 
1900 

326 

12 
Munitions ships and depot 

explosion 
Port Chicago, CA 

July 17, 
1944 

322 

13 
Ohio State Penitentiary 

Columbus, OH 
April 21, 

1930 
320 

14 
Earthquake and fire 
San Francisco, CA 

April 18, 
1906 

315* 

15 
Consolidated School gas 

explosion  
New London, TX 

March 18, 
1937 

294 

16 
Conway's Theater 

Brooklyn, NY 
December 

5, 1876 
285 

17 
Coal mine explosion 

Mather, PA 
May 19, 

1928 
273 

18 
Coal mine explosion 

Dawson, NM 
October 
22, 1913 

263 

19 
St. Paul Mine coal mine 

explosion 
Cherry, IL 

November 
13, 1909 

259 

20 
Great Chicago Fire 

Chicago, IL 
October 8-

9, 1871 
250 

* Estimates for this incident are quite varied, with estimates as 
high as 800; no estimates separate fire from non-fire deaths. 
Source: NFPA archive files, 1984  Fire  Almanac , National 

Safety Council's Accident  Facts , and The  Great  
International  Disaster  Book  by James Cornell, Pocket 
Books New York, 1976. 
Updated: 12/02 

****** 
September Meeting - Location Change 

 
The September quarterly meeting will be held 
Wednesday, September 9, 2009, starting at 1:00 
pm at the Maplewood Fire Station #2 - 1955 
Clarence Street - Maplewood, MN. From Hwy 36 
go south on English, at the turnabout go east on 
Frost, turn north on Clarence, it will be on the left 
side of the street.   The educational program will be 
Chief Nyle Zikmund on the Minnesota Residential 
Sprinkler Coalition efforts. 
 

****** 

          
 

Fire Marshal from Minnesota Receives IFMA 
Meritorious Service Award 

 
The 2009 recipient of the International Fire 
Marshals Association (IFMA) Meritorious Service 
Award is no stranger to IFMA, the National Fire 
Protection Association, or the fire prevention 
community. 
 
He was IFMA president from 2006 to 2008 and on 
the board for many years before that. He was a key 
planner of the IFMA 100th anniversary celebration 
held in 2006.  He is a member and served as 
President and Secretary of the Fire Marshals 
Association of Minnesota.  He serves on many 
committees including NFPA 1, NFPA/IFC Fire Code 
Drafting, Northcentral Regional Fire Code 
Development Committee, as well as many state 
committees.  He also assisted NFPA in updating 
the NFPA Fire Inspector Certification Exam. 
 
He is a supervisor with the Minnesota State Fire 
Marshal's Office and oversees Data Management 
and Systems, Fire Code, Fire Protection, and the 
Juvenile Fire-setter Intervention/Public Education 
teams. In this capacity he developed the school fire 
safety inspection program and legislation whereby 
all public schools are inspected once every 3 years 
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in Minnesota. He established the MFIRS on-line fire 
reporting program.  Has been actively involved in 
developing fire code data systems that show how 
many times within the state different fire code 
provisions are cited.  He has implemented a code 
review process to analyze all national fire codes in 
key areas of fire safety for purposes of comparison 
when adopting fire code provisions in Minnesota.  
Has been actively involved in bringing fire code 
training to fire departments through-out Minnesota. 
 
IFMA would like to present this yearôs Meritorious 
Service Award to Jon Nisja in recognition of his 
notable and significant service  to fire safety in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the 
International Fire Marshals Association. Presented 
on the 8th day of June, 2009 at the Annual NFPA 
Meeting in Chicago, Illinois. 
 

 
 
Jon Nisja (right) is presented the IFMA Meritorious Service 
Award by IFMA President Jimmy Hill (Los Angeles Fire 
Department). Looking on is NFPA Chairman of the Board Paul 
Fitzgerald (left). 
 
Information for this article was supplied by State Fire Marshal 
Jerry Rosendahl, IFMA Executive Director Steven Sawyer, and 
FMAM President Kip LaMotte. 
 

****** 
 

Sprinkler Save - Saint Paul High-Rise 
Residential Apartment Building 

 
On August 17, 2009, the St. Paul Fire Department 
responded to a fire in an apartment on the 12th 
floor of a residential high rise building. 
 
The fire was caused by unattended cooking (the 
occupant had left the apartment) and was quickly 
extinguished by a single sprinkler in the apartment. 

The sprinkler and piping can be seen in the first 
photo (showing the kitchen). 
 
Damage was estimated at $500 to the building 
which was valued at an estimated $10 Million. 
 

 
 

 
 

Information for this article was supplied by St. Paul Fire 
Marshal Steve Zaccard and Fire Investigator Jamie 
Novak. 
 

****** 
Data on Fires in Dormitory and Educational 

Occupancies 

 
This is the time of year when the school year often 
begins. This means students are attending or 
returning to school. This could mean day care, 
elementary education, secondary education, or 
college / university education. 
 
The National Fire Protection Association recently 
published two reports; one on college dormitory 
fires and one on educational occupancy fires. 
 
A summary sheet for each report along with a one-
page fact sheet is shown on the following pages. 
 
Dormitory, Fraternity, & Sorority Fires: 

In 2003-2006, U.S. fire departments responded to 
an estimated annual average of 3,570 structure 
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fires in dormitories, fraternities, sororities, and 
barracks. These fires caused an annual average of 
7 civilian deaths, 54 civilian fire injuries, and $29.4 
million in direct property damage.  
 
Fires in these properties accounted for 0.7% of all 
reported structure fires within the same time period. 
These estimates are based on data from the U.S. 
Fire Administrationôs (USFA) National Fire Incident 
Reporting System (NFIRS) and the National Fire 
Protection Associationôs (NFPA) annual fire 
department experience survey.  
 
Cooking equipment was involved in 75% of 
reported structure fires. Only 5% of fires in these 
properties began in the bedroom, but these fires 
accounted for 62% of the civilian deaths and 26% 
of civilian fire injuries. Fires in dormitories, 
fraternities, sororities, and barracks are more 
common during the evening hours, between 5 p.m. 
and 11 p.m., and on weekends. 
 
Educational Occupancy Fires: 

In 2003-2006, U.S. fire departments responded to 
an estimated average of 6,650 structure fires in 
educational properties, annually. These fires 
caused an annual average of 88 civilian fire injuries 
and $90 million in direct property damage.  
 
There were no civilian fire deaths due to structure 
fires reported in these properties during this time 
period. Educational properties include day-care 
centers, public, private or parochial boarding 
schools, trade or business schools, and colleges or 
universities, excluding dormitories, fraternity or 
sororities houses.  
 
Fires in educational properties accounted for 1.2% 
of all reported structure fires in 2003-2006. These 
estimates are based on data from the U.S. Fire 
Administrationôs (USFA) National Fire Incident 
Reporting System (NFIRS) and the National Fire 
Protection Associationôs (NFPA) annual fire 
department experience survey. 
 
 
FMAM gratefully acknowledges NFPA's Regional 
Representative Russ Sanders for sharing this 
information with our association. 
 

Copies of both reports can be downloaded for no 
charge from NFPA's One-Stop Data Shop at: 
http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryID=1287&itemI
D=29862&URL=Research/Fire%20reports/Occupancies 

  
****** 

 
State Fire Marshal Releases Fire Death 

Information from 2008 

 
The Minnesota State Fire Marshal Division has 
released information on fire deaths in 2008 in 
Minnesota. The number of fire deaths was up from 
2007 from 40 (an all-time low) to 52. This 
represents a 30% increase in one year. 
 
The good news is that the overall death rate 
(deaths per 100,000 population) continues a 
downward trend for each of the past four decades. 
 
Graphs showing the number of fire deaths per year 
and the fire death rate can be found on pages 14 
and 15 of this edition of the Post Indicator. 
 

****** 
 

Did You Know?: An Interesting Fact from State 
Fire Marshal on Sprinkler Activations 

 
The Minnesota State Fire Marshal recently 
announced that there had been well over 300 
successful sprinkler activations during the past five 
years in Minnesota.  
 
This information comes from the State Fire 
Marshal's new on-line reporting system that allows 
for better tracking of fire loss. 
 
As impressive as that statistic is, it is widely thought 
to be under-reported. "We know there are cases 
where the property owner made emergency repairs 
and the fire department was never notified. We also 
know that there are reporting errors by fire 
departments. Rather than calling it a structure fire 
with sprinkler activation, they classify it as a fire 
alarm response or service call (for water clean-up)" 
according to Jon Nisja, Code & Data Supervisor for 
the State Fire Marshal Division. 
 

****** 

 

http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryID=1287&itemID=29862&URL=Research/Fire%20reports/Occupancies
http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryID=1287&itemID=29862&URL=Research/Fire%20reports/Occupancies
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